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Acknowledging that the landscape is an important part of the quality of life for people 
everywhere: in urban areas and in the countryside, in degraded areas as well as in areas of 
high quality, in areas recognised as being of outstanding beauty as well as everyday areas… 
                                                                              (European Landscape Convention; Preamble)�
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Chalk Fossil Detectives – participation in a national programme 
Arranging for and supporting local community groups or youth groups or schools to take part 
in events as part of the BBC / O.U. Fossil Detectives programme. This may involve production 
of home-made videos e.g. ‘My Favourite Chalk Fossil’ which can be posted on YouTube.  
See http://www.open2.net/fossildetectives/eastengland.html and http://www.youtube. 
com/watch?v=-zA5f_6I19s  
 
Old as the Hills  – a Chalk geodiversity leaflet 
Interpreting publicly-accessible Chalk geodiversity through an attractive colour leaflet in big 
½-A2 format, explaining how the Chalk landscape developed and advertising publicly 
accessible sites (e.g. Weybourne beach, Hunstanton Cliffs, Gogmagog Hills, Sundon Hills, 
Blows Down, Dunstable Downs…) and museums (e.g. Sedgwick Museum), and bringing in 
economic and cultural role of the Chalk (aquifer, agricultural lime, building materials e.g. flint, 
lime, clunch). The contents could be available as a PDF downloads from a website. 
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Turf Art  – working with the artistic qualities of chalkland turf 
 
There is a tradition going back to prehistoric times of cutting figures 
into chalkland turf. Examples in the region include 
·  a Mediaeval turf labyrinth on Saffron Walden Common,  
·  possible Gog and Magog figures at Wandlebury,  
·  a now vanished early C19th [Hanoverian] white horse at Thetford, 
·  a C20th lion figure on the Whipsnade Downs. 
 

 

Interpretation could involve commissioning a community arts worker to work with schools and 
community groups to develop turf carving as an environmental art and history project. It may 
involve young people researching the history of these features (‘detective work’), and then 
designing / choosing their own art (perhaps abstract or figurative e.g. a pop star) then cutting 
a temporary or permanent figure, maze or shape in turf at a school or public park in an area 
with chalky subsoil.  
 
There is potential to develop such arts projects at Thetford and Luton, towns with a high Index 
of Multiple Deprivation, at Wandlebury and Dunstable Downs country parks and at chalkland 
towns such as Saffron Walden, Royston and Hitchin. 
 
The Water Bearer  – explaining Chalk hydrology 
 
Interpreting the Chalk aquifer as source of water supply – a life support 
system - through  
·  leaflet in A3 format, including fluctuating meres, bournes (e.g. Water 

End Swallow Holes SSSI), dry valleys (once wet), spring-lines, water 
supply e.g. Nine Wells and Hobson’s Conduit at Cambridge. 
Interpretation promoted by visual theme of Aquarius ‘The Water 
Bearer’. 

 

·  open days at pumping stations hosted by water companies, and field trips to water-related 
chalkland features e.g. springheads and swallow holes, and bottled water companies, e.g. 
Ashwell Springs, Iceni at Duxford. 

�
Larks on the Downs or The Joy of Chalk  – talks, walks and expeditions 
A programme of themed walks and talks (or day-length, more arduous geo-expeditions) to 
explore the full range of Chalk-related features (landforms, geology, archaeology, economic 
and cultural life) in a particular locality. Delivered by country park and AONB rangers, field 
centres, societies etc. with specialist input if necessary.  
Examples of potential features-rich localities include: 
 
Bedfordshire 
·  Barton Hills (Lower Chalk escarpment and dry valleys; disused chalk pits including Hexton 

Chalk Pit WT reserve; chalk grassland SSSI and NNR; prehistoric road the Icknield Way; 
Ravensburgh Castle Iron Age fort; springs with old watercress beds; link with literary 
geography of John Bunyan; AONB, including walks leaflets) 
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·  Dunstable & Whipsnade Downs (Upper Chalk escarpment with dry valleys; active 
Kensworth chalk quarry GCR SSSI and RIGS; chalk grassland SSSI; AONB; Chilterns 
Gateway Centre) 

 

               
������#��� �&�������  ���
�*�����.�����	&���	����%� ��������������������������������������0��!�&�1	����*�$���&
�*�����.�/0�1���2�	���&  

 
·  Sundon Hills Country Park  (Lower Chalk escarpment indented with dry valleys; chalk 

grassland and beech & ash woodland SSSI; Sundon Chalk Quarry and limeworks complex; 
Sharpenhoe Clappers Iron Age fort; AONB; link with John Bunyan Trail) 

 
Cambridgeshire 
·  Gogmagog Hills (Middle Chalk ridge; Wandlebury Ring Iron Age fort; site of possible 

Mediaeval turf-cut figure of mythical giants Gog and Magog; two chalk grassland SSSIs; 
Roman Road ancient tracks; Wandlebury Country Park; Beechwoods WT reserve; Nine 
Wells LNR; Cherry Hinton Chalk Pits SSSI and WT reserve) 

 
Essex 
·  Chafford Gorges (Chalk of the Purfleet anticline; three large disused quarries (Warren, Lion 

and Grays) with chalk extraction until the 1950s for lime and cement; chalk grassland 
biodiversity; Essex WT reserve and visitor centre; link with Essex Water Company) 

 
Hertfordshire 
·  Ashwell area (Springs associated with Totternhoe Stone horizon with rare invertebrates; 

water bottling company Ashwell Springs; source of River Rhee/Cam; disused quarries 
exposing Melbourn Rock and Totternhoe Stone, with chalk grassland; Arbury Banks Iron 
Age fort; Museum) 

·  Royston area (Chalk escarpment with dry valleys; Therfield Heath chalk grassland SSSI 
and LNR with prehistoric burial mounds; Icknield Way; Royston Cave; Royston Chalk Pit 
WT reserve; A505 road cutting) 

·  Weston Hills (Chalk hills with dry valleys; chalk grassland and beech woods CWS; 
candidate LNR; Neolithic henge monument site identified from cropmarks; A505 road 
cutting; gallows site linked with folklore) 

 
Norfolk 
·  Hunstanton area (Hunstanton cliffs SSSI; Ringstead Downs chalk grassland SSSI; 

Heacham Chalk Pit)  
·  Weybourne to Sheringham coast (Sea cliff and beach exposures of the Campanian Chalk; 

AONB) 
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Suffolk / Cambs 
·  Newmarket area (Middle Chalk plateau; Newmarket Heath periglacial patterned ground 

leading to alternations of chalky and sandy soils; Devil’s Ditch chalk grassland SSSI; 
famous horse racing turf and racetrack; St Wendred’s Well at Melbourn Rock horizon) 

 
Life in the Cretaceous  – specialist field trips  

 

Chalk strata have a fascinating story to tell about the environment of life on 
Earth in the Cretaceous ‘greenhouse’ world, and the marine life of the 
period. Interpreting the Chalk through specialist-led field trips to discover 
Chalk geology at the wealth of outdoor sites in the Region. These field trips 
can be led by experts drawn from local geological societies and academia, 
and advertised as joint meetings, to strengthen the partnership working. 

 
Delve into the Chalk – museum discovery days 
Discovering the collections of Cretaceous fossils at museums in the Region, through themed 
discovery days by museum staff with specialist input if necessary. 
 
Chalk Up  - educational resources for schools 
Developing awareness of Chalk geodiversity through producing 
cross-curricular educational materials as part of the National 
Curriculum, particularly for schools located in the Chalk Belt.  
 
Such projects may take the shape of Science-Art-Writing work, as 
undertaken by the SAW Trust in Norfolk, linking Earth scientists 
and artists to provide inspirational, cross-curricular experiences 
for school children.  

��	9�+	"
����(��-
�*�����.�#���/�"���

 
Chalk or Cheese – photographs of beauty and ugliness in the Chalk landscape 
A web-based photographic database showing the best Chalk landscape and geodiversity in 
the region, using photos submitted by members of the public, to be made publicly available 
under a Creative Commons license system. May also include examples of eyesores and geo-
crimes which need publicising and for which remedies are sought. See example of Sussex 
Downs AONB ‘Icons and Eyesores’ website. 
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�
Into the Dark  – exploring the Chalk underworld 
Interpreting access to underground Chalk, e.g. through 
a leaflet explaining the Chalk underworld e.g. chalk 
mines and their wildlife, and advertising publicly 
accessible sub-surface sites (Grimes Graves; the 
Royston Cave) and the story of tunnelling for chalk and 
links with bat hibernation (Little Blakenham, Horringer 
Court, Hangman’s Wood Dene Holes) and its 
consequences (subsidence in Norwich and Bury St 
Edmunds, bus sinking into the road).  �

����	��	!���	&��
	&��������	
������'����������-
��
*�����.�/0�1���2�	���&�

Possibly also story of disappearing streams and swallow holes e.g. Mimshall Brook, 
Coddenham, Saffron Walden. Possible field trips into Chalk tunnels and  dene holes.�
�
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Quick Lime, Slow Burn  – demonstrating production of lime 
for mortar  
Chalk has been burned in lime kilns for many centuries in 
order to produce lime for mortar. Building and firing a home-
made kiln to produce quick lime and then slaked lime for 
building purposes. Possible educational day school, like one 
run at the Weald & Downland Museum, Kent, culminating in a 
construction project using flints and mortar. Can be linked with 
a field trip or lectures about local lime industry.  
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1) Projects ready to go  
 

2009 Output Partners 
beds.09.1 Totternhoe & Kensworth walks  Beds & Luton Geology Group 
cambs.09.1 Royston Chalk Edge field trip & guide Friends of the Sedgwick Museum 
cambs.09.2 East Pit interpretation, Cherry Hinton Cambs Wildlife Trust 
essex.09.1 Chalk events at Chafford Gorges 

Country Park 
GeoEssex + Essex Wildlife Trust 

herts.09.1 Ware Museum chalk event East Herts Geology Group 
herts.09.2 Chalk conference and field trip Hertfordshire Geological Society 
norf.09.1 Fossil day at The Forum, Norwich Norfolk Geodiversity Partnership 

+ Norfolk Museums & 
Archaeology Service 

norf.09.02 Demonstration lime burning at 
Whitlingham 

Norfolk Geodiversity Partnership 
+ Whitlingham Trust 

suff.09.1 Museum event for children GeoSuffolk + Ipswich Museum 
suff.09.2 Gipping Valley chalk leaflet GeoSuffolk 
   
2010   
cambs.10.1 South Cambs chalk streams leaflet South Cambs District Council 
cambs.10.2 Chalk Hills Traverse trip & field guide Friends of the Sedgwick Museum 

  
2) Projects in preparation  
 

2009 Output Partners 
beds.09.2A Chalk it Up! educational pilot project Greensand Trust + Beds & Luton 

Geology Group 
beds.09.2B Walk the Chalk, Houghton Regis chalk 

events 
ditto 

beds.09.2C Chalk grassland sites management 
outreach  

ditto 

beds.09.3 Kensworth educational project  Groundwork Luton +  Beds & 
Luton Geology Group + Beds 
Wildlife Trust 

cambs.09.2 Wandlebury chalk geodiversity booklet Cambridge Preservation Society + 
Dr Steve Boreham 

cambs.09.4 Netherhall School interpretation ditto 
cambs.09.5 Nine Wells interpretation Friends of Nine Wells + Hobson’s 

Conduit Trust 
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norf.09.03 North Norfolk chalk landscape field trip Geological Society of Norfolk + 
River Glaven Conservation Group 

region.09.1 Upgrading Chilterns AONB website Chilterns Conservation Board 
   
2010   
beds.10.1A Chalk it Up! Education project phase 2 Greensand Trust + Beds & Luton 

Geology Group 
beds.10.1B Bidwell Hill Park outreach ditto 
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